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Enclosed are your VAX/VMS Version 4.6 media and documentation kit. You may 
use this kit to install VAX/VMS Version 4.6 on a new VAX system, or to upgrade an 
existing VAX/VMS Version 4.4, 4.5, 4.5A, or 4.5C system to VAX/VMS Version 4.6. 

If all members of a VAXcluster are running VAX/VMS Version 4.5, you may use the 
rolling upgrade procedure to upgrade to VAX/VMS Version 4.6. 

If you have a MicroVMS system which will become the boot node of a local area 
VAXcluster system, then you may upgrade from MicroVMS Version 4.5 to VAX/VMS 
Version 4.6. 

The VMS Local Area VAXcluster Manual is included with this kit for customers who are 
using Local Area VAXclusters. Local Area VAXclusters is a separately licensed product. 
Contact your local Digital sales representative for more information on Local Area 
VAXclusters. 

The installation guide for your processor contains instructions for installing VAX/VMS 
Version 4.6 on a new processor. The VAX/VMS Release Notes, Version 4.6 contain 
instructions for upgrading your system software to Version 4.6. 

If you are a new VAX/VMS customer, you will receive release notes for VAX/VMS 
Versions 4.4 through 4.6. 

Mandatory Update 

After you install or update to VAX/VMS Version 4.6, you must install a mandatory up¬ 
date kit. The VAX/VMS Release Notes, Version 4.6 describe how to install the mandatory 
update. 

Changes to the VAX/VMS Operating System 

In order to assist you in your planning, please note several anticipated changes in the 
VAX/VMS operating system: 

• VAXTPU EDT Keypad Emulator Support 

The VAXTPU EDT Keypad Emulator emulates all keypad functions and some line 
editing commands of the EDT editor. The EDT Keypad Emulator is supplied in 
both source and compiled format in Version 4.6 of VAX/VMS. 

In the next major release of VAX/VMS, the EVE editor will include support for 
the EDT keypad. VAX/VMS will no longer supply either the EDTSECINI.TPU or 
EDTSECINI.TPU$SECTION files. If you wish to continue to use the VAXTPU EDT 
Keypad Emulator, we recommend that you save copies of the 
EDTSECINI.TPU and EDTSECINI.TPU$SECTION files before upgrading to the 
next major version of VAX/VMS. 

• DUP11 Synchronous Communication Line Adapter Support 

In the next major release of VAX/VMS, VAX/VMS support for the DUP11 syn¬ 
chronous communication line adapter will be withdrawn. XWDRIVER, the device 
driver for the DUP11, will be removed from the kit at that time. VAX PSI, VAX 
3271, and VAX 2780/3780 customers will not be affected by the withdrawal of 
VAX/VMS support, as drivers which support both the IBM bisynchronous and the 
HDLC protocols are provided with those products. 
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The Version 4.6 Software Installation Procedure 

The Version 4.6 VAX/VMS software installation procedure always allows you to create 
a cluster-common system disk. 

The procedure displays a prompt that asks if you want more information about cluster- 
common system disks. Enter Y or YES in response to this prompt if you want more 
information. 

The procedure then displays the following prompt: 

Do you want to generate a cluster common system disk [N]? 

Enter Y or YES to create a cluster-common system disk. If you answer YES, the proce¬ 
dure prompts for an SCSSYSTEMID value and an SCSNODE name. 

When prompted for an SCSSYSTEMID value, enter a value equal to your system's 
DECnet-VAX node number in decimal plus 1024 times the DECnet-VAX area number. 
For example, if your DECnet-VAX node number is 201 and your DECnet-VAX area 
number is 2, calculate the value for SCSSYSTEMID as follows: 

201 + (2 * 1024) = 2249 

When prompted for the SCSNODE name, enter your system's DECnet-VAX node name. 
The procedure then begins restoring save sets. 

If you answer NO when the procedure asks if you want to create a cluster-common sys¬ 
tem disk, the procedure begins restoring save sets without prompting for SCSSYSTEMID 
and SCSNODE. 

For more information about SCSSYSTEMID and SCSNODE, see the Guide to 
VAXclusters. 

New VAX Processors 

VAX/VMS Version 4.6 supports three new VAX processors; the VAX 8250, the VAX 
8350, and the VAX 8530. Information in the VAX/VMS 8200/8300 User's Guide also 
applies to the VAX 8250 and VAX 8350 processors. Information in the VAX/VMS 8800 
/8700/8550/8500 Operations Guide and Installing VAX/VMS on a VAX 8800/8700/8550 
/8500 also applies to the VAX 8530 processor. 

Local Area VAXcluster Data Integrity Feature 

Under certain rare circumstances, the DEQNA Ethernet adapter in a large and complex 
Ethernet configuration may receive corrupted data. Digital is working to correct this 
problem as soon as possible, and customers who experience this problem should contact 
their local field service office. Meanwhile, Local Area VAXcluster users should enable 
the system's data integrity feature on those nodes which have a DEQNA Ethernet 
adapter installed. 

Follow these steps on each node that has a DEQNA adapter to enable the system's data 
integrity feature: 

1. Edit the file SYS$SPECIFIC:[SYSEXE]MODPARAMS.DAT. Add the following line 
to the end of MODPARAMS.DAT: 

PE5=2 
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2. Enter the following command to invoke AUTOGEN: 

$ 

QSYS$UPDATE:AUTOGEN GETDATA REBOOT INITIAL 
When the node reboots, the system's data integrity feature is enabled on the node. 

Appending to Shared Sequential Files Using Deferred Write 

The use of the RMS Deferred Write option with sequential files opened for shared 
append access could result in file corruption. To avoid corruption, the Deferred Write 
option is automatically disabled for such files. No recoding, recompiling, reassembling, 
or relinking of any software is required. Use of Deferred Write with shared append 
access to sequential files is expected to be reenabled in a future release of VMS. 

Maximum Value for DECnet-VAX MAXIMUM RECALLS Parameter 

The maximum value for the DECnet X.25 outgoing DLM circuit parameter 
MAXIMUM RECALLS is 254. If this parameter is set to 255, it will result in infinite 
recalls. 

Where to Find More Information About VAX/VMS Version 4.6 

The VAX/VMS Release Notes, Version 4.6 contain further information about VAX/VMS 
Version 4.6. 
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